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“Developing a Research Paper: Tips and Strategies”

Developing a Research Paper:
Tips & Strategies

The fact is that I have never had a paper rejected by a journal.
Probably this is because I hate writing articles.
- Robert Solow
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Motivation

What is the top reason that prevents you from doing
more/better research?

FHSU Business Faculty #1 Answer: Lack of 1

Time for reseo’ch IS scarce

e-track faculty: 60% teaching, 20% service,

> research
4:4 teaching load: 2 peer-reviewed publications in 5 years minimum

Increased demand for more/better research

“Pub r perish” -- Quantity and quality of publications for tenure /
promotion
Accreditation bodies are req gmore

Motivation

Cresec Mh b(}c some Troub:‘émg issues
» of published research

There can be a substantial lag in the publication process
The time an ec fmom‘cs DOOG' ty psf ou\' sponds ata 1ox,mo bCTw@em
UAJIW"*SSXOF and LJ ¢

18 to 16 momhs (

ye from abou
0 Arf«:ds the timeliness ¢
papers, the evaluation of junio

Intelligence # Publications
Publishing is an art forr
Sharing experiences and strategies is critical
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Outline

1. Finding a research fopic
a. Sourc 1S
b. Trinity of prerequisites
Feel free to ask questions, make
N = } ~ . J
2. The atfack Siro’fegy comments, etc. as we proceed.

a.  Whatis the contribution?

b. Coauthor?

The initial write up

a. Ariculate the gist of your paper

b. First impressions

4, The submission process
a. When to submit?

w

b. Where to submit2

1. Finding a research topic

. Where do ideas for successful research originate?
Manna from heaven?@

5 Peculiarreal-life observation?
ent data?2
ctionon a
n a single paper?

body of literature?

« Trinity of prerequisites

Doable

Fit into the Interesting to
literature you / journal
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Example 1 — Crime Rate

Bates C

Levitt

“hicago economist

University

lark Meda

FREAKONOMIGS

A ROGUE ECONOMIST EXPLORES
THE HIBDEN SIIE oF EVER"IIIHE

wmnmwm—n

STEVEN B. LEVITT e
STEPREN J. BUBMER L

Why did 1

Crimes per 100,000 Population

800
700
600
500
400
300

he

\uud

crime rat
cnme rat

TIvE . (Ve
e 4. Wit

U.S. Violent Crime Rate

Trinity of prerequisites:
1. Doable

2. Literature

3. Interesting

Levitt hypothesized it was because abortion
became legal across the U.S. in 1973.

Saurce: Bureou of Justice Statistics
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Example 2 — Capital Flows

+ Do large changes in capital outflows lead to recessions?

g.
v
. W
g | \ ’
% = Trinity of prerequisites:
e ’ 1. Doable
2 Literatuze
- #1 3. Interesting
osaqt 188803 z?‘c'::‘a:« 200763 0121 1994qt 199803 Izi’l:?ql 2007q3 2012q1
e

Becker and Mauro (2006); Bordo et al. (2007); Calvo et al. (2004; 2006a, 2006b, 2008);

Catao (2006); Cavallo (2005); Cowan et al. (2007); Deb (2005); Edwards (2004, 2005,

2006); Frankel and Cavallo (2004); Gallego and Jones (2005); Guidotti et al. (2004);

Honig (2008); Hutchison and Noy (2006); Hutchison and Noy and Wang (2007);

Jeanne and Rancier (2006); Joyce and Nabar (2008); Komarek and Melecky (2005);

Komarek et al. (2005); Levchenko and Mauro (2006); Ortiz et al. (2007); Rothenberg
®  and Warnock (2006); Terada-Hagiwara (2005) ...

Example 3 - Resignations

ody of th

A hy th
Oy

ture is fo prevent
rmining moneic

As of July 2014, the 7 positions are filled by...

Stanley Fischer
Vice Chairman

e

Daniel K. Tarullo Jeroie H. Powell

<A By
ael Brainard

i~
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°

Example 3 — Resignations

What explains the high number of resignations in the U.S. central bank?

How much does their new job pay?222 Trinity of prerequisites:
2. Literature

” 3. Interesting
= Retire @ Die = Term Expires ® Resign
12 —— — — —

Frequency

(= S A T -]

1940s 1950s 1960s dgggﬁe 1980s 1990s 2000s %

@

2. The attack strategy

Doable

Fitinto the Interesting to
literature you / journal

What is the anticipated contribution?
* Gap in the literature?

New theoretical / empirical model?
Refinement of a concept?

* Others?
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Anticipated contribution?

l Unlikely results

How a small proportion of false positives can prove very misieading

False B True False negatives B8 ralse positives

auswn

o

1. Of hypotheses
interesting
enough to test,
perhaps onein
ten will be true.
Soimagine tests
on 1,000
hypotheses,

100 of which

are true.

Source: The Fconomist

2. The tests have a
false positive rate
of 5%. That means
they produce 45
false positives (5%
of 900}. They have
a power of 0.8, so
they confirm only
80 of the true
hypotheses,
producing 20 false
negatives.

3. Not knowing
what is false and
what is not. the
researcher sees
125 hypotheses as
true, 45 of which
are not.

The negative
results are much
more reliable~but
unlikely to be
published.
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®

°

Should you coauthor?

\any coauthors

IfI have seet a litdl further itis
by standing on the shoulders of Giants.

Fsaac Newtor

®

Deggee of detail

Introduction

Lit. Rev. / Model / Results

Conclusion

Parts of the paper
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First impressions

i tance of the e v
importance ot ine | Which is your least favorite title?

1

#1
“The Peculiar Economics of Organized
Sports,” W. Neal, Quarterly Journal of
Economics, 1964.

#2
“The Economic Organization of a PO.W.
Camp,” R. Radford, Economica, 1945.

#3
“Sudden Stops and Currency Crises,” L.
Efremidze et al., Journal of Financial
Economic Policy, 2011.

First impressions

and abstract give the first impression to

35

by journat
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Example — The toilet seat

TOILET SEAT

e . ®

The Toilet Seat &
The Problem of Sharing a Customizable Good

Abstract

This paper considers the conflict that arises when members of the opposite sex share a toilet.
termed the 7oiler sear problem. I construct a bargaining model of the roilet seat problem and deriving the
pure strategy weak perfect Bayesian equilibrium. A -typical” man (as defined in the paper) is shown to
benefit if the following changes occur: (i) the woman uses the toilet with greater frequency than he does.
(ii) he conducts operation £1 with greater frequency than #2. and (iii) the cost of fighting is high. This
contrasts with a typical woman who is adversely affected by an increased cost from fighting.
Additionally. the WPBE frequency that the man keeps the toilet seat up post operation #1 (1'*) is shown
to exist over [0. 3.25]. while the “fair” y* within a static framework is 0.89. I then discuss how the toilet
seat can be generalized to a much broader class of goods characterized by the capability of being (i)
shared and (ii) customized 1o suit individual preferences. The essence of the problem arising from these
goods is the negative externality generated when a user customizes the good to suit his or her
preferences.

A good example of a bad abstract.
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4. The submission process

u get

> —- showcases the university and opportt

vy the public

When is it time to su
Rule of thumb: at |

bmite

a

T

Diminist

> improvement with each draft

Where to submit?

Be strategic: the typical lag between submission and
> Th ]
publication in economics is 16 months

Distribution of Acceptance Rates:
Cabells’ Directory of Blind Journals in
Economics & Finance

180 -
160
140
g 120
§ 100
% 80
60 -
40 l
20
0 .~| 8 [ ,l_ -_l,. I o= -
R R R R R R R R IR R RN’
bEhRR3BeoRhBBRbgBRRS
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Where to submit?

« Choice of journal
, Honest appraisal of your work.
o Verify scope of the journal is appropriate

Do editors give preference to their inferests?

. rnal’s perspective
o sree time is in short supply
Visibility / citations is in demand
L ]

Abandoning ship

« How many rejections until it is time to give up?

Bruised pride is no reason to use time in ently

Compare additional cost / benefit

The!

can change with time
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Example — Revise & Resubmit

DearReferce: The goal here is to be polite, succinct, and minimize
their effort in reviewing the changes

Thank you very much for your helpful comments on this paper, “Inflation Costs, Uncertainty
Costs and Emerging Markets™. We have add) d all of your cc ts and we believe they have
improved the paper substantially.

For your first comment, about rewriting the ARCH(q) equation and moving equation (3) above
equation (2), you are correct, and we have implemented this change on page 6. You are also of course
correct on comment 2., and we have changed equation (5) on page 10. In response to comment 3, we have
changed equation (6) on page 11 as well.

In response to comment four, you are correct that the PARCH model, with §=2 does not capture
long memory. Thus, we followed your advice, and used the model in the Engle and Lee (1999) reference,
the C-GARCH model, to capture high persistence in the conditional variance. We did think it was worth
investigating, as the C-GARCH model had been applied to inflation in G-7 countries by Grier and Perry.
Moreover, upon fitting the model to the countries” data, it was the best model for two of the countries-
Mexico and Turkey. Our discussion on pages 10-14 and Table 2 reflect these changes.

Your fifth comment is also helpful and we have changed the notation, and no longer employ /
for the conditional mean equation. And we have changed the typo on page 15.

Again, thank you very much for your helpful comments. We believe they have resulted in a -
much improved paper.

Kab Kun Mak Krab!

Thank you for extending your gracious time and hospitality.
Please feel free to contact me if | can be of any service o you.

Sam Schreyer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Economics
Fort Hays State University
Hays, Kansas USA
smschreyer@fhsu.edu
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EXTRAS

Yield {%)

& &
Rial

Consider the difference (or spread) between the 10yr T-note and 3mo T-bill.

The yield curve

10—

W —

& &
&
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&5 éﬂ’j”

> £ A

$ $
AR A AR A
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_ Recessions began approximately where the dotted black linesare.
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Number of Associations

The Growth of the Economics
Profession in the U.S.
mm No. of Associations Founded ~-—AEA Membership Average

30 - - 25000

5 20000 2

>

20 15000 2

15 - |

10000 §

10 o

=

5 - 5000 2

0 = -0

N\ S D H W &S QS O qQ N
RARCRICICUIU I g g S

Decade

eer-reviewed journal articles, working
~ Ph I
apers, Ph.D.
e L e e £
ssertations, PLOOKS, reviews, conterence
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« The American Economic Association (AEA) was
founded in 1885 in Saratoga Springs, New York

W .aeaweb.org/ince

|American
{Economic

2 g C nnm‘\“iun&—

el oo ke

July 2014 AE): Macro
°

B 2014 Pistinguished Felow

Top-Tier Journals

« What exactly is a top-tier journal2 A decent journal?¢
American Economic Review
Econometrica

Journal of Finance

« What about field journalse

Labore

on

o Public economics

o Monetary economics

« The difficulty of getting published in a good journal

o Acceptance rates are low
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UsIALAZNAIIUINGINST
Assistant Professor Dr. Sam Schreyer
Fort Hays State University, Kansas, USA

Personal Information

Samuel M. Schreyer Home Phone: (909) 568-6483
Assistant Professor of Economics Office Phone: (785) 628-5683
College of Business and Entrepreneurship Email: smschreyer@fhsu.edu

Fort Hays State University
600 Park Street
Hays, KS 67601-4099
Education
Ph.D. Economics
Claremont Graduate University, August 2009.
M.A. Economics
Wichita State University, May 2004.
B.M. Music
Wichita State University, December 2001.
Academic Interests
Applied Macroeconomics; Financial Crises; Monetary Policy; International Capital Flows
Courses Taught
Economics of Democratic Citizenship
Economic Ideas and Current Issues
Principles of Macro/Microeconomics
Intermediate Macroeconomics
Money and Banking
Business Statistics (Stats 1)
Quantitative Methods (Stats 2)

Time Series & Forecasting
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Academic Positions
Assistant Professor, Fort Hays State University (August 2010 - Present).
Visiting Professor, St. Cloud State University (August 2009 - May 2010).
Adjunct Instructor, University of La Verne (January 2007 - May 2009).
Adjunct Instructor, Wichita State University (June 2004 - July 2004).
Adjunct Instructor, Butler Community College (June 2003 - May 2004)
Professional Memberships
American Economic Association
Western Economic Association International
Missouri Valley Economic Association
Research
Peer-Reviewed Articles
Miles, W., Schreyer, S. (in press). Reconsidering the Linearity of the Taylor Rule in
Emerging Asia. Asian-Pacific Economic Literature.
Miles, W., Schreyer, S. (in press). Is Monetary Policy Non-Linear in Latin America:
A Quantile Regression Approach to Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Peru. Journal of
Developing Areas.
Efremidze, L., Schreyer, S., Sula, O. (2011). Sudden Stops and Currency Crises. Journal
of Financial Economic Policy, 3(4), 304-321.
Miles, W., Schreyer, S. (2009). Inflation Costs, Uncertainty Costs and Emerging Markets.
Journal of Economic Development, 34(2), 169-183.
Technical Reports
Arano, K., Johansen, T., Schreyer, S. (2012). The Economic Impact of Fort Hays State
University on the Local Economy: Fiscal Year 2011. Docking Institute of Public
Affairs, Fort Hays State University.
Working Papers
"The Intensity of a Sudden Stop Crisis and Its Effect on the Real Economy" with
C. Ratanamaneichat.
"The Behavior of Domestic Capital Flows during Sudden Stop Crises."
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Research in Progress
“Determinants of Sudden Stop Crises Using a Quantile Regression Approach” with
C. Ratanamaneichat.
“Relationship Lending, Collateral Types, and Asymmetric Information” with E. Breit.
"Exercising the Knowledge Option: Leaving the Fed” with R. Terry.
"A Comparison of Student Performance in Online versus Traditional Classroom

Instructions in Principles of Economics" with K. Arano and D. Toulaboe.

Presentations

"The Intensity of a Sudden Stop Crisis and Its Effect on the Real Economy."

Presented at the Missouri Valley Economic Conference, Memphis, TN (October, 2012)
“Relationship Lending and Compensating Balances.”

Presented at the Missouri Valley Economic Conference, Memphis, TN (October, 2012)
"The Behavior of Domestic Capital Flows during Sudden Stop Crises."

Presented at the College of Business Research Seminar, Hays, KS. (March, 2012).
"Exercising the Knowledge Option: Leaving the Fed."

Presented at the FHSU Business & Leadership Symposium, Hays, KS (October, 2011).
"A Historical Perspective: Academic Research in Economics."

Presented at the College of Business Research Seminar, Hays, KS (March, 2011).
"Output Costs and Sudden Stop Crises."

Presented at Western Economic Association International, Vancouver, B.C.

(July, 2009).
"Measuring Currency Crises and Capital Flow Crises."

Presented at Asia-Pacific Economic Association, Santa Cruz, CA. (June, 2009).
"What Can We Learn from Domestic Capital Flows during Times of Crises?"

Presented at Western Economic Association International, Honolulu, HI. (July, 2008).
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Grants
"The Intensity of a Sudden Stop Crisis and Its Effect on the Real Economy."
Summer Research Grant, Fort Hays State University. (Summer 2012).
"The Behavior of Domestic Capital Flow during Sudden Stop Crises."
Summer Research Grant, Fort Hays State University. (Summer 2011).
Workshops
“International Financial Policy Research.”
Invitee, Claremont Institute for Economic Policy Studies, Claremont, CA
(April, 2012).
Service Positions
Member, University Press of Kansas Editorial Committee (November 2012 — Present)
Vice Chair, FHSU Institutional Review Board (August 2012 — Present)
Member (October 2010 - Present)
Chair, FHSU College Research Committee (September 2012 — Present)
Member (August 2011 — Present)
Member, FHSU College BBA Continuous Improvement Committee
(September 2012 - Present)
Faculty Advisor, FHSU Economics Club, (November 2011 — Present)
References

Letters of Recommendation

Dr. Carl Parker Email: cparker@fhsu.edu
Professor of Economics, Dept. Chair Phone: 785-628-5805

Fort Hays State University

Dr. Kathleen Arano Email: karano@ius.edu

Professor of Economics Phone: 812-941-2536

Indiana University Southeast

Dr. William Miles Email: william.miles@wichita.edu
Professor of Economics Phone: 316-978-7085

Wichita State University

Dr. King Banaian Email: kbanaian@stcoudstate.edu
Professor of Economics Phone: 320-308-4797

St. Cloud State University
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Additional References

Dr. Emily Breit Email: esbreit@fhsu.edu

Professor of Finance Phone: 785-628-5318

Fort Hays State University

Dr. Patricia Hughes Email: pahughes@stcoudstate.edu
Professor of Economics, Dept. Chair Phone: 320-308-2076

St. Cloud State University

Dr. Thomas Willett Email: thomas.willett@ceu.edu

Professor of Economics , Dissertation Chair Phone: 909-621-8787

Claremont Graduate University
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